By one of his PARISHIONBRS. 
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of: from ſach turn away. 2 TIM. iii. 85. * 


oording to his Mercy he ſaved us by the Waſhing of Re- 
generation, and Renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. TI r. ii. 5, - 
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Not by Works of Righteouſneſs which we have done, bet . Sf 
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PUBLISHER to the READER. 


T may be proper juſt to —_—_ 

as well in point of information to 
the reader, as juſtice to the Author, 
that the following Epiſtle i is the pro- 
duction of a poor woman (for whole 
benefit it is printed) of no better edu- 
cation than uſually falls to the lot of 
workin g people: which conſidera- 
tion, it is hoped, will plead her ex- 
cuſe for any Inaccuracies that may be 
found either in the language or po- 
etry. 8 

Bur whatever defects there may 
be in her Manner, the Matter will 
be found agreeable to the Articles 
of the Church of England, of which 
ſhe profeſſes herfelf a — a and, 
we hope, alſo to the word of God, 


the great Standard and Criterion of 
Truth. 
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Ix it ſhould fall into the hands of 
any of the Clergy, beſides the Reve- 
rend Gentleman to whom it was firſt - 
directed; they are requeſted, with the 
greateſt reſ pect to their honourable 
and N office, to imitate the 
Biereams, in ſearching the ſeriptures 
whether thoſe things are ſo: And I 
may alſo add, that they would be 
pleaſed to ſearch the Articles, Litur- 
gy, and Homilies of the Church of 
England': And if theſe all ſpeak the 
fame thing, I flatter myſelf they will 


not reject a meſſenger of ſuch impor- 


tant truths, in how mean a dreſs ſo- 
ever ſhe makes her appearance. Hap- 
py for the author, ſhe can appeal to 
all theſe authorities! 

Ay if fo, what ſhall we fay to 
thoſe Arminian and Socinian Tenets 
which have crept in among us, placed 


themſelves i in the ſeat of n at 


Acts xvii. 11. 


11 
the gate, and ſtole away the hearts | 
of the people from the lawfully eſta- 


liſhed do&rines of our Church? Is 
it not greatly to be wiſhed they 
might be hung up and expoſed to 
the infamy they juſtly deſerve. 
Ap though no Clergyman or Mi- 


niiſter whatever has any concern in, or | 


is privy to, this publication; yet furely | 
every miniſter who conſiders the va= | 
lue of fouls, the charge of his great | 
Maſter, and the eternal conſequence | 
of what he delivers from the pulpit, 
cannot be too careful in examining 
the word of God, nor too conſtant in 
earneſt prayer that he may experience 
thoſe bleſſings himſelf which he is 
called to preach to others, leſt at the | 
laſt day he ſhould be found an hire- | 
ling, * not a true ſhepherd of Je- | 
Jus Chriſt. 


THrar all of them may be led in- 


to the truth, their miniſtry abundant- 


N — — — - Se nw 


bleſt to the converſion and ſalvation 
ol their hearers and themſelves, hap- 
| py here, and eternally happy in the 
Kingdom of Glory hereafter, is the 
| with and prayer of 


+ Their ſincere Friend, 


And humble Servant, 


The Publiſher. 
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REVEREND SIR, 


2 a Muſe, unſkill'd in mia 8 guiſe, 
In ſimple Truth to offer her advice: 
Plain fimple Truth alone ſhe makes her choice; 
Then ſcorn her not, but liſten to her voice. 
Her Theme REL1c1on, and the Truth her aim; 
She ſhuns no danger, and ſhe fears no ſhame. 
Hear with attention what the has to ſay, | 
And then let candor judge her humble Lay. 
THrvs ſhe begins The name of Chriſt you own; 
By England's Church ordain'd, you wear the gown; 
Her doctrines to defend, the Scriptures teach, 
And Free Salvation to your flock to preach. 
This is your call — prove faithful to it then; 
Serving your Lord, and teaching ſinful men. 
| „ 
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Show them their ſad eſtate——moſt ſad indeed 
When to redeem their ſouls, their God muſt 
| bleed (a). 

Tell them (by nature always prone to 110 
They fly from God and ſerve the devil ſtill: 
Slaves to his pleaſure, with his huſks they're fed, 
And never hunger for the heav'nly Bread; | 
But hug their chains: Bound to this wretched clod, 
Their heav*n-born ſouls forget their Parent- God. 
Show them, how by God's law they*reallaccurſt(s), 
And in his preſence none accounted juſt (c); 
All under condemnatian. Tell them plain, 
EF er they ſec heav n, they muſt be Born again (d); 


Pbeir hearts, renew d by the Almighty pow'r, 


* Muft hate the world and fin, they lov'd fo well 
- before (e). 


This change muſt here on earch effected 4 
Or nought remains but future miſery. 
Labour to rouſe them from the ſleep of ſin, 
And fire their ſouls eternal life to win: 
To fly with haſte: to the atoning Blood, 
To ſave them from their fins and wrath of God; 


ts) Ads nx: 28, I. (4) Jobs iii. 3. 
6) Gal. iii. 10, 11. (e) James iv. 4. 
© PC xiv. 2. „Rom. Ui, 10. | 
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Whoſe backen law muſt have it's full demands 2 ), 
Or with uplifted ſword ſtern juſtice ſtands 

Ready to ſtrike the unrelenting blow, _ 

And doom them to the deep abyſs of woe, 
Show them, that all the works themſelves i can do, 
Will never pay the debt immenſe they owe. 
All human works done fince the world began 
Together join'd, can't ſave one ſinful man (g): 
Far Jeſs to be compar' d, when all is done, 
Than a ſmall taper to the mid-day fun, 
With what God's holy law does ftill require, 
Which reaches ev'ry word, thought and deſire. - 
Then ſinful man, boaſt nat thy righteouſneſs ;, 
For Truth declares'tis not the Wedding · Dreſs( b) 
Show them, that only faith in Chriſt will do 
Jo fave their ſquls from miſery and woe. 
For in God's word this truth confirm'd muſt ſtand, 
Believe, ye ſhall be ſav'd (i) — believe not, you 
. are damn'd : 

That only faith can their releaſe ſecure, 

Plain ſimple faith alone, unmix'd and pure, 
Purg d from the droſs of ſelf, the world and fin(&), 
This is faith alone can their ſalvation win (7), 


B ; Hzxx, ; 
Gal. iii. 10, 0 Marke xvi. 16. 
G. Gal. ii. 16. | Acts xv. g. 
() xxl, 11. % Erh. U. 8, 9 
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Het, fir, perhaps will an  objeftion lay; 

c Why, have we not all faith (mw)? * (many 
| will ſay) ) 
Are not all Chriſtians? Do not all believe? ? 
Bur aſk the queſtion— Pray what is your faith ? 
What is our faith!“ (perhaps they will reply) 
©s Why we believe that Chriſt was born--did die-- 


5 o To fave the world from miſery and * 


But tell them plainly—“ This will never . 
Tell them this faith ts but hiftorical, 
Which Devils Faith our Homilies' do call. 
They too believe all this, and know it well; 
And yet for all this faith, they are but devils ſtifl. 
Without more faith than this, they have no claim 
Nor part in Chriſt, altho* they uſe bis Name: 
But unbelievers to this hour' remain, | 
Under the curſe, and doonr'd to endleſs pain. 
Tux fly, O fly to the rederming Blood! 
And get your pardon ſeab d, and en your 
peace with God. 
O fly for life! don't top, nor once look back, 
Leſt ſwift deſtruction ſhould you overtake (2). 
O fly to Chriſt the Saviour of mankind! 
Re hart of him aw hopines erer 


| [mn] 

Explain to them the great neceſſity, 
That grafted into Chriſt they truly be : 
Made living branches of that glorious Vine, 
In him their ſap and nouriſhment to find (o). 
An ynion with their God cloſe to commence, 
To live and walk by faith, and not by ſenſe (p). 
To haye the Spirit of adoption giv'n (2), 
Sealing their hearts the happy heirs of heav'n (7): 
To ſerve their God, like ſons, by love compell'd, 
And not like ſlaves in ſervile bondage held (5) ; 
To know the Saviour their's, to find his pow'r 
Ruling within their hearts each day and hour (): 
To find God's Spirit witneſſing with their's (u), 
They are his children, and with Chriſt co-heirs. 
To all in Chriſt God is a father dear, 
Jo all without he is a judge ſevere. 

O then invite them to their only Friend, 
Whoſe love is boundleſs, and ſhall never end. | 
What love like his can any creature ſhow, 

Either in heav'n above, or earth below ! | 

| Scarce for a friend cou'd one be found to die, 

Chriſt taſted death for man his enemy (w). _ 
{8 . For. 

(e) John xv. 4. (5) Gal. iv. 7. 

( Rom. i. 17. 2 Cor. v. 7. (f) 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 

(7) Gal. iv. 5. Rom. viii. 15. (2) Rom. viii. 16. 


(0) Eph. i. 13. iv. 30» (ww) Rom. v. 7, 8. 


For rebel · ſlaves the King his life lays down, 
And by his Blood exalts them to his throne. 
Tux, ſinners, come his mangled body view: 
Behold your bleeding Lord he bleeds for you (x). 
Here your redemption's mighty debt is paid, 
And yout's the benefits by faith are made (5). 
Believe in him—your fins ſhall be forgiv'n; 
All fear of hell caſt out; your hope of heavn 
Fix'd on a Rock that never can decay, 
Tho' earth and heay*n itſelf ſhould paſs away (2). 
Then will you find fweet peace and heav'nly joy 
Which this world cannot give, nor yet deſtroy. 
Such heart-felt peace will in your boſom flow, 
As gives a taſte of heav'n while here below. 
Into your cup rich drops of cordial thrown, 
To make the draught of life go ſweetly down. 
Tho' trials and temptations ſhou'd abound, 
Secure in Chrift, youre fortify d around: 

Your ſure defence not winds nor ſtorms can ſhock, 
The houſe muſt ſtand tis founded on a rock (a). 
O then invite them to the Sinner's Friend, 

Whoſe love is boundleſs and ſhall never end; 
Tell them how ready Chriſt is to receive 
All thoſe who come and on his Name believe. 


(*) Rom. v. 6, 8. (=) Matt. xxiv. 53. 


Acts xvi. 31. (a) Matt. vii. 24, 25. 


| [131 | 
His word is piv*h, it is a ſin to doubt, 
Not one that comes to him will be caſt out (v). 
It matters not if ſinners great or ſmall, 
Still come to him, he freely pardons all G 
Poor ſinners only Jeſus came to ſave; 
No tighteous perſons will he ever have (d), 
For ſinners only did he ſhed his blood; 
Then pray, my friends, don't ſtay till you 0 
Juſt as you are come to him—haſte away, 
You wrong your ſouls if longer you delay. 
There's nought for you to do; tis finiſbed, 
Jour Saviour cry'd, and bow'd his dying head! 
There's nought for you to do, but to believe 
On Chriſt, and all his benefits receive (e). 
Have you no faith ? Why, faith is his to give (f), 
He bids you aſk, and ſays you ſhall receive (g): 
Then boldly venture to the throne of grace, 
And, as the Lord commands you, ſeek his face (S). 
Tous preach the goſpel in its purity, 
And leave th' infipid taſk of dry morality. 
Within your Church the Homilies replace, 
And let our Articles your pulpit grace : 


_ Obſerve 
(5) John vi. 37. | (FF) Heb. xii. 2. 
(c) 1 Tim. i. 15. : ( Luke xi. 9. Matt. vii. 7. 
Matt. ix. 13. Rom. iii. 10. 5 Pſ. xxvii. 8. and Ixix. 32. 


(e) Acts xvi. 31. Matt. vii. 7. 
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Obſerve them well, read, ſtudy,” aſcertain, 
And to your hearers make the matter plain. 
For pray, dear fir, what does it ſignify 
Still to be preaching dull morality : 
For ſhould you preach it till your heart-ſtringsache, 
Lou never by it will one Chriſtian make (i) 
But if they are made Chriſtians firſt ; why, then 
[There is no doubt, they will prove moral men (æ): 
Sound faith inChrift once taught, and truly known, 
Is a fure means to pull down Satan's throne “. 
Tux boldly in your Maſter's cauſe engage, 

To ſtem the torrent of a vicious age. 
Fear not the face of man, but fear thy God ; 
Their frowns are light, {not ſo his iron rod (/) 
Don't palliate any crimes of great or ſmall, 
Nor jfinful vices harmleſs pleaſures call. 

Are Cards and Dancing harmleſs? fie for ſhame ! 
They are unworthy of the Chriſtian-name (m): 

1 d Call'd | 


() 1 Cor. iii. 11. % Pſalm ii. 9. 
(4) Eph. ii. 10. (*) Eph. ii. 2, 3. 


We are made the children of God by faith in Chriſt Je- 
ſus. Gal. ii. 26. We are kept by the power of God through 
Faith unto ſalvation. 1 Per. i. 5. Our hearts are purified by 
faith. Act xv. 9. This is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith. 1 John v. 4. By the ſhield of faith are 
all the fiery darts of the wicked quenched. Eph. vi. 16. Faith 
worketh by love. Gal. v. 6. And love is the fulfilling of the 
Jaw. Rom. xiii, 10. Without faith it is impoſlible to pleaſe 
God, for whatever is not of faith is fin. Rom, xiv. 23. 


e 
Call'd to the Judgment- Seat with Cards in hand, 


Pray tell me, fir, what chance d' ye think weſtand? ; 


Or from a ball ſuppoſe the ſoul takes flight, 
Pray do you think its lamp would be a light? 
No, certainly; no oil would there be found (#).. 
But darkneſs horrible on all fades round (o). 
Let conſcience ſay what names we ought to give 
To carnal pleaſures, wherein many live: 
Why pomps and vanities we muſt them call, 
And in our Baptiſm we renounc'd them all : 
And while we follow them, we carnal are, 
Unworthy of the Chriſtian name we bear. 


(s) Matt. xxv. 3. | (9) Matt, xxv. 30. 
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